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WILLIAM SCHARF: BLUE IS

January 9 – February 14, 2009

William Scharf: Blue Is will be on view at Meredith Ward Fine Art from January 9

through February 14, 2009. The show will feature 15 new paintings by the artist done

around the theme of the color blue. An illustrated catalogue with an essay by art historian

Barbara Novak will accompany the exhibition.

“William Scharf is a supreme colorist,” said Meredith Ward, President of the Gallery.

“With this suite of paintings, he challenged himself to work around the theme of one

color, and this exhibition celebrates the extraordinary results of that project.”

Writing for The New York Times in 2004 Michael Kimmelman praised Scharf’s work:

“Jostling shapes, geometric and biomorphic, lyrical and hard-edged, refuse to resolve

The Eclipse Finds the Golden Ladder, 2008, acrylic on canvas, 33 x 38 inches



neatly, a bold strategy to keep viewers unsettled and curious, the reward for which are

profuse and luscious details….”

For Scharf, color is a powerful expressive and emotive force, which he uses to great

effect to convey meaning, while enigmatic titles like The Scratched and Unfixed Air

invite the viewer to decode them like a riddle. Barbara Novak observes about Scharf’s

use of color: “Blue here is not so much a color as a theme. Against it, the spectrum is

summoned, nuanced, in dark, almost

musical contrasts on which lighter colors

occasionally flare and burst, testifying to

an amazingly fecund innovation.”

A younger member of the

generation of Abstract Expressionist

artists, William Scharf (born 1927) has

been working and exhibiting his paintings

for five decades. In 2000, he was given a

retrospective exhibition at The Phillips

Collection in Washington, D.C. His work

is represented in numerous museums

around the country, including the Brookyln Museum of Art; The Museum of Modern Art,

New York; the Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, New York; the Philadelphia

Museum of Art; The Phillips Collection; Reynolda House, Winston Salem, North

Carolina; the Telfair Museum of Art, Savannah, Georgia; and the Weisman Museum of

Art, Malibu, California.

About the Gallery

Meredith Ward Fine Art opened in 2004 specializing in American art from the 19th

century to the present. Meredith Ward Fine Art is located at 44 East 74h Street in New

York City and is open to the public Tuesday through Friday, 10am to 5pm and Saturday

noon to 5pm. For more information or images, contact Meredith Ward or Rebecca

Hathaway at 212-744-7306.
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The Scratched and Unfixed Air, 2007-8

Acrylic on paper, 9 x 12 inches


