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CHARLES JOHNSTONE:
THIRTYFOUR BASKETBALL COURTS

May 25 - July 2, 2010

Charles Johnstone: Thirtyfour Basketball Courts will be on view at Meredith Ward

Fine Art from May 25 through July 2, 2010. The exhibition will feature 20 of his color

photographs from the series dating

from 2008. This will be

Johnstone’s second exhibition at

Meredith Ward Fine Art.

Johnstone’s imagery,

devoid of people, conveys a sense

of isolation and emphasizes the

abstract qualities of the scene.

Johnstone’s photographs capture

the beauty of these seemingly

rundown schoolyards, juxtaposing

the inherent geometry of the

basketball court against the

randomness of the city streets.

Johnstone traveled throughout

New York City to capture these shots, often returning to a location several times to

capture a particular light in a particular season. They portray basketball courts in

Brookyn, the Bronx, Queens, and Manhattan.
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In an essay for the book that is being published to accompany the show, Toby

Jurovics, Curator of Photography at the Smithsonian American Art Museum writes: “It is

true that some of these photographs tempt us with an imagined game. It is hard not to see

a schoolyard, with its bright four-squares, full of children. … But ultimately, these are

reflective and intimate pictures. … It doesn’t take long to recognize that … these

photographs aren’t really about basketball courts at all, but about the city that surrounds

them. [They] are nothing like our expectations, and in their place we find a rich and

layered world, as seen from center court.”

Charles Johnstone is a self-trained photographer residing in New York. A limited-

edition book of 200 signed and numbered copies, with an introduction by Toby Jurovics

is available for $100.00.

About the Gallery
Meredith Ward Fine Art opened in 2004 specializing in American art from the 19th

century to the present. Meredith Ward Fine Art is located at 44 East 74h Street in New
York City and is open to the public Monday through Friday, 10am to 5pm. For more
information or images, contact Meredith Ward or Rebecca Hathaway at 212-744-7306.
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