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Antechamber, 1964-65
Oil on canvas, 64 1/4 x 76 3/8 inches

Larry Day: Paintings and Works on Paper will be on view at Meredith Ward Fine Art
from March 22 through May 12, 2007. The show will be the artist’s first solo exhibition
in New York since 1972. It will feature 7 oils and 4 works on paper from the early 1960s
to the early 1990s drawn from the artist’s estate, which is represented exclusively by
Meredith Ward Fine Art.

Larry Day (1921-1998) was one of a small group of artists who broke with the prevailing
artistic trend of abstraction in the 1960s and 1970s to work in representational mode.
Although he began his career as an abstractionist in the 1950s, an experiment of copying
an Old Master painting led Day to forgo the painterly abstraction he had been practicing
up to that point and to devote himself exclusively to realism. He found figurative painting
to be a greater challenge, as he later wrote [Westminster College, New Wilmington,
Pennsylvania, The Figure in Recent American Painting (1974)]:

Figurative art may not merely describe the way things are but must persuade us that
by looking at things in a certain way the world becomes more intelligible or more
intense or more sharable.

(more)



Day drew inspiration equally from art history and contemporary life, from Old Master
paintings and magazine advertisements, and from classical subjects and family
photographs. This unique blend of sources lends his works a timelessness and
monumentality that belies their apparent
contemporaneity.

As Eileen Neff writes in her essay for the
exhibition catalogue, “Larry Day’s mature
practice within a tradition of representation
is informed less by whatever contemporary
company he might have found, and more by
his deep and abiding relationship to the art
historical traditions that preceded him.”

Antechamber, 1964-65 is one such example,
in which Day pays homage to Arshile
Gorky’s iconic self-portrait with his mother.
Neff describes Day’s monumental work as
“a heightened and extended version” of
Gorky’s painting and reflects the “poetic sense of loss often found in Day’s paintings.”

Larry Day was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. From 1953 until 1988 he taught
painting at The University of the Arts, Philadelphia. His work is represented in numerous
museum collections, including the Art Institute of Chicago; the British Museum, London;
the Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New
York; the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; and the Philadelphia Museum of
Art, Pennsylvania.

Larry Day: Paintings and Works on Paper will be accompanied by a fully-illustrated
catalogue with an essay by Eileen Neff.

About the Gallery
Meredith Ward Fine Art opened in 2004 specializing in American art from the 19th

century to the present. The Gallery is the exclusive representative of the estate of Larry
Day. Meredith Ward Fine Art is located at 60 East 66th Street in New York City and is
open to the public Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00am to 5:00pm. For more information
or images, contact Meredith Ward at 212-744-7306.
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Reflection, 1982, oil on canvas, 54 1/4 x 66 in.


