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On With the Show: Clara Tice Drawings of 

the New York Stage will be on view at 

Meredith Ward Fine Art from March 18 – April 

30, 2011. The show will feature more than 20 

never before exhibited drawings by the New 

York Dada artist dating from the 1910s and 

1920s. Among the notable personalities Tice 

drew are Vaslav Nijinsky, Alla Nazimova, and 

Al Jolson, along with supporting players in 

popular shows of the day like Very Good Eddie 

and Betty.  

  Clara Tice (1888-1973) became an 

overnight sensation in 1915 when the New York City vice 

squad attempted to confiscate her drawings of nude 

women. The ensuing scandal, played out on the front 

pages of New York newspapers, brought her to the 

attention of Vanity Fair editor, Frank Crowninshield, who 

hired Tice to illustrate articles for the magazine. Soon, 

work was coming in from other newspapers and magazine 

with assignments to cover shows of the day. Tice soon 

became a central figure in the group of New York Dada 

artists around Marcel Duchamp and joined the salon of  

Walter and Loise Aresnberg, where her circle included  

Marius de Zayas, Beatrice Wood, and Edgar Varese.  

(more) 

Clara Tice, Dorothy Silva and Elliot 
Taylor in “Very Good Eddie,” 1915-16 
(detail) 

Clara Tice, Al Jolson with Goat, 1916 



With her passion for depicting movement, costumes and characters, the theater was a 

natural environment for Tice. She focused on movements and gestures to convey the spirit of a 

dance number or the essence of a character with a few brief lines. Her fanciful drawings bring 

back to life these lost moments of the New York Stage.  

The exhibition will be accompanied by an illustrated catalogue.  

 
About the Gallery 

Meredith Ward Fine Art opened in 2004 specializing in American art from the 19th century to the present. The 

gallery is the exclusive representative of the estate of John Marin. Meredith Ward Fine Art is located at 44 East 

74h Street in New York City and is open to the public Monday through Friday, 10am to 5:30pm and Saturday 

noon to 5pm. For more information or images, contact Hilary Goldsmith at 212-744-7306. 
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