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For Immediate Release Contact: Meredith Ward 212-744-7306 

Meredith Ward Fine Art to Present 
 

William Scharf  Dark / Light 

October 7 – November 5, 2005 

NEW YORK, September 8, 2005 – Meredith Ward Fine Art today announced that it will present an 

exhibition of paintings by William Scharf. It will be Scharf’s inaugural show with Meredith Ward. The 

exhibition will include 20 works from the 1980s to the present, ranging in size from 9 by 4 inches up to 

58 by 42 inches. The show will be accompanied by an illustrated catalogue, with an essay by 

consulting art historian E.A. Carmean, Jr. 

William Scharf Dark / Light will focus on the 

artist’s ongoing fascination with the juxtaposition 

of dark and light in his paintings. Scharf’s 

paintings convey an elemental energy, a primal 

force. It is the push/pull play of dark and light that 

creates this energy and transfixes our gaze. Scharf 

explores the qualities of dark and light in many 

variations. His large-scale works are bold 

arrangements of hard-edged blacks set against 

brilliant colors. Smaller works on paper, like A 

Darkness at Troy evoke a mysterious, shadowy 

presence. In recent years, Scharf has been producing small, jewel-like paintings and incorporating 

pieces of gold and silver foil. Through his process of working and re-working the surface, these 

intimate yet robust panels pack a visual punch that belies their scale. E. A. Carmean, Jr. addresses this 

quality in his essay for the catalogue: “These works achieve the sense of the monumental from the way 

they are formed. In these pictures, Scharf creates a facture of loose brushstrokes and of rough-or-

feathered edged forms, combined with semi-transparent layerings of (similar) colors; these dominant 

(if not sole characteristics – what we might term “incidents of nuance” – are numerous, if not 

continual, and serve to call our eye into a setting of seemingly monumental.” 

(more) 

A Darkness at Troy, 1981-82, acrylic on paper, 9 x 12 
in. 
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“Very young children discover how dark marks on white paper or white 

chalk on black become adventures; explorations of a kind that could 

haunt and obsess the entire life of a painter.” – William Scharf 

 

As a younger member of the generation of Abstract Expressionist 

artists, William Scharf (born 1927) has been working and exhibiting his 

paintings for five decades. In 2000, he was given a retrospective 

exhibition at The Phillips Collection in Washington, D.C. His work is 

represented in numerous museums around the country, including the 

Brookyln Museum of Art; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; the 

Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, New York; the Philadelphia 

Museum of Art; The Phillips Collection; Reynolda House, Winston 

Salem, North Carolina; the Telfair Museum of Art, Savannah, Georgia; 

and the Weisman Museum of Art, Malibu, California. 

 
 
 
 
About the Gallery 
 
Meredith Ward Fine Art opened in 2004 specializing in American art from the 19th century to the present. The Gallery is the 

exclusive representative of the estate of John Marin. Meredith Ward Fine Art is located at 60 East 66th Street in New York 

City and is open to the public during this exhibition Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00am to 5:00pm. For more information 

or images, contact Meredith Ward at 212-744-7306. 

#### 

Galaxy Dance, 2004 
Acrylic on paper, 9 x 4 in. 


