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An exhibition of 18 oil paintings by Flora Crockett (1896-1979) will be on view at 

Meredith Ward Fine Art from May 12 – June 30, 2017. This will be the first time these 

paintings have been seen since they were first exhibited in New York in the 1940s. The 

show is the second exhibition of Crockett’s work at Meredith Ward Fine Art, and follows 

the gallery’s successful debut of Crockett’s later paintings in 2015. Writing about that 

show for The New York Times, Roberta Smith noted, “This is our first sighting of a body 

of work that could hold its own in the collections of the Whitney Museum of American 

Art or the Museum of Modern Art and in the history of American abstract painting.” 

 The upcoming exhibition looks back to works Crockett produced in New York 

during the 1940s and 1950s after her return from Paris in 1937. They display vitality, 

inventiveness, and humor, inflected with surrealism. Crockett’s paintings were shown in 

exhibitions in Paris and New York throughout the 1930s and 1940s, and her position as 

Director of Fernand Léger’s Académie Moderne in Paris placed her at the center of one 

of the most influential art communities of the twentieth century. Nevertheless, her life 
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and career over those decades 

was not easy. Her personal papers 

tell a story of courage, tenacity, 

and repeated frustrations as she 

sought to do her work and earn a 

living. It is an all too familiar tale 

of an independent woman 

fighting for her place in the 

world. 

  

 

 Flora Crockett was born in Grelton, Ohio, and traveled to France in 1924 in the 

company of her husband, the sculptor Edmondo Quattrocchi. She enrolled in Fernand 

Léger’s Académie Moderne in Paris, and was eventually named Director of the school. 

After five years with Léger and several successful exhibitions in Paris, Crockett returned 

to the United States in 1937. Back in New York City, Crockett found work through the 

WPA and continued to exhibit her paintings during the 1940s. It is possible to see echoes 

of her teacher Léger in these works, but Crockett eschews his static orderliness and 

restrained palette in favor of dynamic fluidity and exuberant color. 

 The exhibition will be accompanied by an illustrated catalogue. 

 

About the Gallery 
 
Meredith Ward Fine Art opened in 2004 specializing in American art from the 19th century to the 
present. The gallery is the exclusive representative of the estates of John Marin, Larry Day, Steve 
Wheeler, and Flora Crockett. Meredith Ward Fine Art is located at 44 East 74th Street in New 
York City and is open to the public Tuesday through Friday, 10am to 5:30pm and Saturday by 
appointment. For more information or images, contact Julia Wilcox at 212-744-7306 or 
info@meredithwardfineart.com. 
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